Can God Use A
Knucklehead?




One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the
people were crowding around him and listening to the word of
God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the
fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into one of the
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little
from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into
deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and
haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, | will let down the
nets.”



When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish
that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in
the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled
both boats so full that they began to sink.

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go
away from me, Lord; | am a sinful man!” For he and all his
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had
taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s
partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on

yvou will fish for people.” So they pulled their boats up on shore,
left everything and followed him.



Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed
him. Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the
waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples
went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”

He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he
got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely

calm.

The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this?
Even the winds and the waves obey him!”



Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the
lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were
terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is |. Don’t
be afraid.”

“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the
water.”

“Come,” he said.



Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and
came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid
and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of
little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died

down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”




When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and
still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was
not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in
heaven. And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.



From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he
said. “This shall never happen to you!”

Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, | You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of
God, but merely human concerns.”



Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple

must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save their lifel ! will lose it, but whoever loses
their life for me will find it.  What good will it be for someone to

gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?
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After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the

brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the
light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah,

talking with Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, |
will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for

Elijah.”



While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a
voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him |
am well pleased. Listen to him!”

When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground,
terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he
said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one
except Jesus.



At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”



They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked
them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” But they kept

guiet because on the way they had argued about who was the
greatest.

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who
wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the
child in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of
these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever
welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”



Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons
and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.

“What is it you want?” he asked.

She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your
right and the other at your left in your kingdom.”

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can
you drink the cup | am going to drink?”

“We can,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit
at my right or left is not for me to grant...



When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two
brothers. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials
exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever
wants to become great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as

a ransom for many.”




Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on
account of me. for it is written:

“‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered. But after | have
risen, | will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, | never
will.”

“Truly | tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the
rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”

But Peter declared, “Even if | have to die with you, | will never
disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same.



Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples
followed him. On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that
you will not fall into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s
throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened
him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.

When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he
found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. “Why are you
sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall
into temptation.”



While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who
was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He
approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said,
“Lord, should we strike with our swords?” And one of them (Peter)
struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.
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But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s

ear and healed him.



Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came
to him. “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said.

But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking
about,” he said.

Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw

him and said to the people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of
Nazareth.”

He denied it again, with an oath: “l don’t know the man!”

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said,
“Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away.”



Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “l don’t
know the man!”

mmediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word
Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me
three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.




But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a
young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they

were alarmed.

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the
place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples , ‘He is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he

told you.””



When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to
the Eleven and to all the others. ° It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this
to the apostles. ' But they did not believe the women, because their
words seemed to them like nonsense. 2 Peter, however, got up and
ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by

themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had
happened.



“I’'m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said,
“We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that
night they caught nothing.

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did
not realize that it was Jesus.

He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”
“No,” they answered.

He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will
find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in
because of the large number of fish.



When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that | love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”



The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love
me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that | love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” Very truly | tell you, when you were
younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but
when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else
will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”



Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would
glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was
following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against
Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray
you?”) When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?”

Jesus answered, “If | want him to remain alive until | return, what
is that to you? You must follow me.” Because of this, the rumor
spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But
Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If | want him
to remain alive until | return, what is that to you?”



3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. *On one
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
oromised, which you have heard me speak about. > For John

paptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.”




Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”




When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues! ! as the Spirit
enabled them.

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every
nation under heaven. ® When they heard this sound, a crowd came

together in bewilderment,
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Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking
Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native
language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism);
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in
our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one
another, “What does this mean?”



“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for
all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about
were added to their number that day.



