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WHEN THE BILL COMES DUE 

LUKE 7:36-50 
 
As I have mentioned I recently had the delightful experience of undergoing a 
colonoscopy. Just prior to the test as they were about to knock me out the nurse 
explained the test and some of its effects. She told me that they pump some air into 
the colon as part of the test and that afterward I would need to expel that excess air. 
I claim some innocence here because I have no recollection of this whatsoever, but 
Laurie says that in the recovery area I did a really good job of that. I was still 
mostly under the effects of the anesthetic, but she tells me that the staff at the 
medical center where they performed the test were very encouraging about this. 
After one particularly thunderous episode that echoed throughout the area they all 
cheered and said, “Way to go, Rick. That was terrific!” 
 
I am pretty sure that’s the only time in my life I’ve been cheered for that particular 
skill. It’s wonderful to be recognized for being good at something, isn’t it? We 
love being cheered. In fact, we go through life pretty desperate for it, grasping onto 
every hint of it that we receive. As far back as I remember I have had a constant 
desire to hear people say, “way to go, Rick,” to tell me I am special and that I am 
doing well at something. Perhaps I am unusually needy, but I don’t think so. I 
think we all long for that affirmation, recognition and approval. And we are 
devastated by the absence of it. How awful to live with a total lack of affirmation 
and acclaim. How awful it is when instead of that all we have is rejection. 
 
Arnold Palmer is credited with helping the PGA become the popular sport it is 
today. He won the Masters Tournament 4 times. One of the traditions of the 
Masters is that former champions may always play in the tournament. A few years 
ago he announced that his 50th Masters would be his last. He said several former 
champions had received letters from Augusta National suggesting that perhaps it 
would be best if they did not play anymore. Palmer, explaining why he would no 
longer play after that year, said, “I didn’t want to get a letter.” Even someone as 
successful and famous as Palmer, even at his advanced age when he has nothing to 
prove, didn’t like the feeling of rejection that would come with a letter like that. 
 
What if your whole life was one of rejection and complete absence of any kind of 
encouragement and affirmation? What if you were sure that was as true before God 
as it was before other people? Today we will look at a parable in Luke 7:36-50 that 
has to do with a person who had just such a painful existence. 
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To understand this story let’s look at the three people who were involved in it. 
 
THE WOMAN 
In this incident Jesus is invited to have dinner with a Pharisee, possibly in the town 
of Nain southwest of the Sea of Galilee, not far from Nazareth. We will see shortly 
why this Pharisee invited Jesus for dinner, and we will also see that there were 
some social etiquette slights inflicted on Jesus by the host that clearly indicate a 
lack of respect. 
 
The grammar of verse 37 in the original text is more arresting than the English 
translation. It literally says, “Behold! A woman who was sinful in the city!” In a 
position of emphasis in the sentence is a Greek word that is an imperative form of 
the word that meant “to see.”  In other words, it commands “Whoa, would you 
look at that!” Maybe you’ve seen reruns of the old Superman television show. It 
opened with a guy saying, “Look! Up in the sky!” as he is looking up and pointing. 
People chime in, “It’s a bird.” “It’s a plane.” “It’s…Superman!” This verse starts 
sort of like that. “Look! In the Pharisee’s house. It’s…Sinful Woman.” A 
shocking, unthinkable thing happened. A woman with a terrible reputation had 
shown up at this dinner in the home of the top religious leader in town. This 
woman was not first on the invitation list for social events in town. Her picture 
would not be featured in the Style section of the newspaper as she posed at a high 
class charity event. 
  
Luke does not tell us in what way she was sinful but it’s not hard to figure out. She 
wasn’t a slum queen or the town gossip. At issue was her sexual activity. She was 
at best notoriously promiscuous and at worst was a prostitute. Everyone knew who 
she was, and everyone knew what she did. When she walked into the room every 
person there thought, “What is she doing here?” 
 
Yeah, what was she doing there? She certainly was not personally invited. So how 
did she happen to walk into a dinner at the home of the town’s most respected 
religious leader? In the culture of ancient Israel it was an obligation of a respected 
community leader to invite well-known people into his home for dinner. Last week 
we learned that generally taking a meal together was a sign of acceptance and 
friendship. That was not the case here, as we will see. The host was merely 
fulfilling what he perceived to be both his civic and religious responsibilities. 
People were interested in this new preacher named Jesus. Thus Simon had to invite 
him to his house, in part to vet his theology and his character. 
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When such a dinner was held the people of the community were welcome to 
attend. They didn’t sit at the table and eat, but they were allowed to sit around the 
room and listen to the conversation. They did not have television or radio. There 
were no electric lights to read by at night, and they had no books, magazines or 
newspapers even if they’d had light. There were no computers or internet. There 
were no movies, no plays, no concerts, no sporting events to attend. So what did 
people do for entertainment in the evenings? Their entertainment was people and 
relationships. They talked, told stories and sang songs. And when a leader in town 
invited a personality to his home for dinner it was a big event. It was entertainment 
for all! 
 
That’s why this woman felt free to enter the room. Everyone in town had the 
opportunity to observe that dinner. What was unusual was that this particular 
person would show up there.  She was painfully aware that the respectable people 
who were there had nothing but disdain and contempt for her. She knew she was 
not welcome there and that others despised her and would be appalled by her 
presence. 
 
What she did was amazing. She was there to honor Jesus by anointing him, 
something that would normally be done with olive oil, but she wanted it to be 
special so she brought perfume for the purpose. Perfumes today can be absurdly 
priced. Due to long standing allergy and sinus issues my olfactory senses are pretty 
dull, so things like perfume usually don’t do much for me. So it’s hard for me to 
spend a lot of money on stuff like that. But Laurie has an almost supernatural sense 
of smell and she loves perfume. So I go into those stores where they sell perfume, 
find one she likes and ask “how much is this tiny little vial?” The clerk tells me 
and I faint. When I come to, I say, “Perhaps I didn’t explain my question clearly. I 
don’t want to buy the company that makes the perfume. I just want this little 
bottle.” Yeah, perfume can be expensive. 
 
It was much worse in the first century. Perfume was hideously expensive but 
highly prized by women.  You can understand why.  They did not have the 
opportunity to bathe and wear new, freshly laundered clothes each day like we do.  
So they had a tendency to get…shall we say…ripe.  “Hey, I love you, honey, but 
would you mind standing downwind?” So perfume kind of helped out the cause, if 
you know what I mean. 
 
This woman was going to do something extravagant for Jesus by anointing not 
with oil but with expensive perfume. Before she could get to that part though, she 
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was overcome by emotion.  She began weeping.  The Greek word that is translated 
in v. 38 “wet,” was used to describe rain showers.  This gal really turned on the 
water works. She was raining tears on Jesus’ feet. 
 
She was crying all over his feet, so she needed to dry them off.  She didn’t have a 
towel, so she let her hair down. Now letting her hair down wouldn’t mean much 
today. Laurie wears her hair down pretty much all the time. But in that culture for a 
woman to let her hair down in public was scandalous. One scholar said it would 
have about the same effect as a woman going topless today. Imagine that you’re at 
a church potluck and a woman of less than desirable reputation walks in and 
proceeds to strip her top off. Would that cause any kind of stir? Even for this 
woman this was a bold step, one that no doubt drew gasps from the peanut gallery. 

 
She was willing to suffer total condemnation just for showing up in that home, then 
to go even farther by letting her hair down in public. But what she did next really 
amazes me. She wiped Jesus’ feet with her hair to dry them.  I don’t have enough 
hair to wipe off anything.  But imagine using your hair to wipe off someone’s feet 
when that guy had been walking through dirt all day wearing sandals.  It’s just 
gross!  Finally she kissed his feet and poured the perfume on them. 
 
Why did she do this? Did she think the expected way to worship, was to flood 
Jesus’ feet with tears, wipe them off with her hair, then pour extravagantly 
expensive perfume on his feet? Did she think that would somehow make her look 
more holy in the eyes of the people of the town?  Definitely not. Did she think it 
would make Jesus look favorably on her and maybe accept her, or did she think it 
was her religious duty? NO!  She did this because there was so much love and 
gratitude in her heart for Jesus that it felt like it was going to explode if she didn’t 
let it out somehow.  She could not help herself. She did not expect approval or 
congratulations for her actions. She knew well that rejection was all she would get 
from people. It didn’t matter to her. She had to express her thanks to Jesus. 
 
THE PHARISEE 
Simon, the Pharisee, who was the host for the evening, was appalled that this 
woman would even have the gall to show up at his house. Her presence alone was 
something of an embarrassment for him.  He was as happy to see her arrive at her 
house as Jerry Brown would be to have Phil Mickelson show up at his house to 
talk about taxes. Simon was also disgusted by the woman’s flagrant actions. 
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In Simon’s mind this incident confirmed what he thought of Jesus, that he was no 
prophet, nor even a holy man. Jesus did not show a hint of disapproval of this 
woman, and he did not try to keep his distance from her. In the world of the 
Pharisee one could be made unclean in the eyes of God simply by coming into 
contact with something or someone that is unclean. 
 
This weekend Laurie and I had the privilege of taking care of Toby and Anna’s 
two dogs, Banjo and Doc. With all the rain the backyard was very wet. We would 
let the two of them out to play in the yard and do their business there. They would 
chase each other around, then it was time for them to come back in the house. 
That’s when the fun really began. 
 
We have light colored carpet in our house. If Banjo or Doc took a walk across the 
living room it would have been a mess. Those dirty paws coming into contact with 
that light carpet would have been a disaster. The problem is that the paws don’t get 
much cleaner by being in touch with a clean carpet. The carpet instantly gets dirty 
from those paws. So Laurie would wrestle with the two crazy dogs trying to keep 
them on the wood floor in the kitchen while she attempted to clean their paws. 
 
In the Pharisee’s world the woman was dirty paws; he and any respectable person 
was clean carpet. Merely by her being in proximity her dirt would be transferred to 
them. It was like she had some raging communicable disease. The only way you 
would even get close to her is with a biohazard suit on, otherwise you would surely 
find yourself contaminated. 
 
So when Simon saw Jesus letting that woman touch his feet he knew that Jesus was 
a fraud. People claimed that he had divine power, that he might be a prophet, 
maybe even Messiah. But Simon knew that was not possible, because a prophet 
would have known what kind of woman she was. After all, Simon knew what she 
was. A truly holy man would not have allowed that woman to come anywhere near 
him. Not only did Jesus allow the woman into his presence he let her fawn all over 
him in a shocking and disgusting display. 
 
THE LORD 
But Jesus did have divine power and knew all about the woman. In fact, he even 
knew what Simon was thinking. This is one of those occasions when we are filled 
with admiration for Jesus.  What would have been the expedient thing for him to 
do?  He could have confronted this woman with her sin, displaying to the 
influential Simon and all the people gathered there his divine knowledge.  He 
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could have played to the crowd and won approval by refusing to let her touch him.  
But he refused to do that. 
 
Instead Jesus told a parable that goes right to the heart of the Christian life. In the 
parable two guys were in debt to a moneylender. One guy owed 500 denarii, the 
other owed 50. A denarius was a day’s wage. I looked it up and found that the 
average pay in California in 2012 was just under $52,000 per year. That works out 
to about $25 per hour. So pay for an 8 hour work day would be $200. The 
equivalent to 500 denarii today then would be 500 times 200 or $100,000! Ouch. 
Apparently that guy bought a Tesla electric car then defaulted on the loan. The 
other guy also defaulted on his loan of 50 denarii, which works out to $10,000.  He 
had also bought a car, probably something like a 2006 Chevy Malibu. 
 
Amazingly the lender forgave the debt for both guys!  This, of course, was unheard 
of. If a lender does that kind of thing he soon won’t have any money to lend.  
Maybe this lender got a big bailout from the government. Or maybe this was an act 
of pure grace. So Jesus asked, “which of the debtors is going to love the lender 
more?” That’s not too hard to figure out, is it?  Even Simon got it. The one who 
was forgiven more would love more. 
 
Then Jesus drove home the significance of this little story. Though Jesus was his 
guest, Simon’s treatment of him bordered on rudeness.  It was expected courtesy 
that a host would offer to have a servant wash his guest’s dusty feet. A courteous 
host also would greet guests with a kiss. It was their equivalent of a handshake. If 
you wanted to honor a guest you did the oil on the head thing. Simon hadn’t 
honored Jesus. In fact, he hadn’t even extended him what would have been normal 
courtesies. It would be as though I invited you to my house on a cold winter’s 
night, but when you came in I didn’t shake your hand or offer to take your coat. He 
had made it pretty clear that he had very little respect or affection for Jesus. But 
this woman overwhelmed Jesus with her kind efforts to express love for him. 
 
Jesus said in verse 47, “Her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much.  
But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” That sounds like Jesus was saying 
that she is forgiven because she expressed so much love. But that’s not the point. 
Remember the story Jesus told. The guy who was forgiven much was the one who 
would love the most. Jesus is saying that her great love is not the cause of her 
being forgiven, but the evidence of how deeply aware she is of how she much has 
been forgiven. 
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That is a hugely important distinction. Suppose one day your throat gets sore and 
you start sneezing a lot. A friend says to you, “Oh you should stop that sneezing.” 
You say, “I wish I could.” Your friend says, “Where I come from we have a 
saying. He who sneezes much has a cold much. You keep sneezing like that and 
you’re going to get a terrible cold.” Wouldn’t you think your friend is an idiot? His 
old saying doesn’t mean that sneezing causes a cold but is evidence of it. Similarly 
when Jesus says “he who loves much is forgiven much” he isn’t talking about the 
cause of forgiveness but the evidence of it. The evidence is great love. 
 
Where did the woman get the idea that she was forgiven and accepted despite who 
she was?  It was around this time that Jesus was saying the things like Matthew 
11:28-29.  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Do you think this woman was weary? 
My guess is that she was weary to the marrow of her bones. She was weary of 
being used by men, weary of being viewed and treated like she was trash worthy 
only of being thrown out, weary of being looked down on by everyone, weary of 
her own disappointment and especially of her own guilt. She hated herself for what 
she had become and she hated her life. 
 
In the musical Les Miserables Fantine is a young woman who thinks she has found 
the love of her life. But after she becomes pregnant the love of her life disappears. 
She is left alone to struggle to survive as a single mother. Life drives her farther 
and farther down until she is living the nightmare that the woman in Luke’s story 
was living, allowing herself to be used and abused by men for a pitiful few coins to 
keep herself and her child from starving to death. At one point Fantine sings, “I 
dreamed a dream in time gone by when hope was high and life was worth living. I 
dreamed that love would never die and God would be forgiving.” But then she 
sings, “But the tigers come at night with voices soft as thunder as they tear your 
hope apart, as they turn your dream to shame…I had a dream my life would be so 
different than this hell I’m living, so different now from what it seemed. Now life 
has killed the dream I dreamed.” 
 
Those words could have been written for the woman in our story. There was 
nothing beautiful, nothing life affirming, nothing of real love, nothing truly joyful, 
nothing hopeful in her life. There was only ugliness, rejection, condemnation, guilt 
and hopelessness. Do you think she was burdened? Do you think her guilt weighed 
at all upon her? Surely she felt betrayed and abandoned by God. The clear and loud 
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message from the religious leaders of her world and from her society was that she 
was lost and without any hope of redemption. 

 
But Jesus spoke to people like her. Weary, burdened, hopeless, lost souls flocked 
to him when he said, “Come to me. I will give you the rest you have never known 
but have desperately longed for.” So what do you think Jesus communicated to this 
weary and burdened woman? What could bring rest for her exhausted soul? Do 
you think what she heard from him was, “You? The way you live? You think God 
could love you? You are so not getting into the kingdom of God.” Or do you think 
what she heard was, “Well, it’s possible that you might get into God’s kingdom, 
but in order for that to happen you are seriously going to have to clean up the mess 
that is your life. Here is a list of the minimum requirements you are going to have 
to meet in order to get in. You have an awful lot to make up for.” 

 
Would any of those thoughts bring rest to your soul? They would do just the 
opposite. No, what this woman heard from Jesus was revolutionary. This story tells 
you that what she had heard from Jesus was that she was forgiven. She heard that 
though no one in her world valued her, no one truly loved her, God in heaven 
valued her, accepted her and welcomed her into his kingdom. He says to her in the 
end, “your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 

 
It is at times hard for us to grasp how revolutionary Jesus was and is. The things 
we see and hear from him are familiar to us. But something like this incident was 
astounding in his day. How could this woman be forgiven? How could she be 
“saved” so that she was now a child of God’s kingdom? Such a thing was almost 
too much to believe. The result for her was that for the first time in her life, she 
could go in peace.  

 
The obvious corollary of Jesus’ explanation of his parable, that he who loves much 
is forgiven much, can be applied to Simon the Pharisee. He didn’t love at all 
because he didn’t think he had anything to be forgiven. 
 

IMPLICATIONS 
 

GOD DESIRES THAT WE LOVE HIM 
Deuteronomy 6:5 says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength.”  According to Matthew 22:37 when Jesus 
was asked by the leading experts in religion in his day what the most important 
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commandment is, he quoted that verse.  What God wants from us most of all is that 
we would love him with everything that is within us. 
 
Do you have any doubt that this woman loved Jesus?  It didn’t matter to her what 
anyone thought.  She didn’t care what kind of scorn and rejection she faced or how 
foolish she might look.  All she could think of was telling Jesus how much she 
loved him.  In the face of a wall of hostile, judgmental contempt she fell at Jesus’ 
feet, weeping tears of gratitude and joy, she kissed those feet and poured out a 
perfume that may well have been her most expensive possession in order to 
express her love for him.  She didn’t do it to appease him, to impress him, to gain 
his favor, to appear holy or righteous to anyone or to receive anything.  She did it 
because her heart was so full of love for him. 
 
That is what God means when he says we are to love him with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength.  He desires a passionate love. I want to take you back into the 
mists of ancient history. For some, this will be hard to imagine, but at the point in 
the distant past that I refer to there was no texting, no cell phones, no voice mail 
and not even answering machines. If you wanted to reach someone you called their 
home phone, and if that person wasn’t there the phone would just ring repeatedly 
until you finally realized it wasn’t going to be answered and hung up. That’s how 
life was in the year before Laurie and I were married. I was still in school at that 
time but one evening each week I drove down to this area to teach a Bible study 
that would eventually become a new church. One evening I got back from that trip 
late, well after 11. As I got to the door of my apartment in La Habra I could hear a 
phone ringing. I rushed into the apartment hoping to reach the phone before the 
caller hung up. That late at night I knew there were only three possibilities. One 
was something really bad had happened to someone in my family and someone 
was calling to inform me, the second was that it was a wrong number, and the third 
and most likely was that it was Laurie calling to see if everything had gone all 
right. I dashed to the phone, picked it up, said “hello,” and was thrilled to hear 
Laurie’s voice. That, of course, is what I’d been hoping for. Talking to her was the 
highlight of my day and I had not been able to spend any time with her that day. I 
said, “Wow, you have great timing. I heard the phone ringing as I walked up to the 
apartment. You called just as I got home.” She said, “Actually, I don’t I have great 
timing. I called you an hour ago. I wanted to talk to you so badly, I’ve been on the 
phone for an hour listening to it ring waiting for you to get home.” 
 
I was flabbergasted. But I was also super happy, because I knew she loved me. She 
loved me enough to stay on a phone listening to it ring for an hour just because she 
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wanted to talk to me. That is how I want to be loved. I want to be loved so 
passionately that she would do anything just to hear my voice. To my unending 
joy, that woman loves like that still today. But I want you to grasp the bigger point. 
That’s how God wants us to love him. Not dutifully, not finding what the 
minimum is and doing that, not marching in step because it is what is required. He 
wants us to love him truly and extravagantly. 

 
By the way, for you who are married or ever will be married, this is what your 
spouse longs for. You long for it from your spouse. Your spouse is not hoping to 
make a deal with you so that you barter for love. Your spouse is desperate for you 
to lavish him or her with extravagant love without expecting any return. 

 
How do we love God? What does that mean? Make him the top priority. The first 
of the Ten Commandments is found in Exodus 20:3. “You shall have no other gods 
before me.” Nothing is to come before God in our hearts and lives. Express love 
and gratitude to him as the woman in our story did. Seek to please him. One 
morning several years ago Laurie was under considerable stress and was pretty 
distracted. As she was making breakfast she said to me, “We’re having cereal. We 
have Raisin Bran and Honey Nut Cheerios. Which would you like to eat?” I said, 
“Um, I think I’d like to have Honey Nut Cheerios.” She proceeded to set in front of 
me a bowl of Raisin Bran. I said, “Okay, I guess I’ll have Raisin Bran.” 

 
I remember that incident because it was so unusual. Laurie is amazing in how she 
demonstrates love because she always seeks to make me happy. If I don’t want her 
to do something she won’t do it. That’s how love is. If we love God we will surely 
want to make him happy. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:9 “we make it our goal to 
please him.” Our biggest priority and our biggest concern every day in every 
action, every interaction, will be “what does God want? What will please him?” 
That’s different than “what will please me?” 
 
LOVE COMES BY BEING STUNNED BY GRACE 
Do you think any amount of commandment or instruction on how to clean up her 
life and do better could ever have produced the kind of response you see in this 
woman?  No amount of duty, obligation, or commitment would ever produce that 
kind of outpouring of love. 

 
Why did that woman in the story so extravagantly and outrageously risk the 
rejection and disgrace before people that she did in order to tell Jesus she loved 
him? Weary of her own flaws and the ugliness of her life, grieved and tired of 
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knowing there was no hope before God, burdened with guilt and with the 
impossibility of ever really getting much better, she was overwhelmed to find that 
there was hope.  She was stunned to hear Jesus say that God knew all about it, that 
God forgave her, and that God loved her anyway. 
 
In his book, Loving Christ, (p. 80, 82), Joe Stowell says, “The problem is that most 
of us feel we live pretty good lives…We keep most of the rules, say the right 
things…and feel quite satisfied…After all, we are pretty good people…His kind of 
people—the kind who really don’t need to be forgiven much.  So what Jesus says 
to Simon can also be said of us: ‘You don’t love me much because you don’t 
believe you have been forgiven much.’” 
 
The point is not to beat you up, nor is it to try to get you to beat yourself up over 
what a miserable, sick sinner you are.  My desire is to free your soul and help you 
experience real joy and passion. As long as you define your relationship with God 
as based on you being as good as possible, at best you will feel dutiful toward God.  
More likely you will become resentful toward him, you will be heavily burdened, 
and you would like to just forget the whole thing.  You will never experience what 
the woman in Luke 7 did. Brennan Manning says our occupation, our primary goal 
in life should be to grasp God’s love for us. This is the only thing that can bring 
about the kind of love God wants for us to have. 
 
This is the heart, the engine, of the Christian life. I am forgiven much, so I love 
God much. And that’s what he wants, that I would love him. It all starts with 
grasping how much he loves me and has forgiven me. This is not about trying to 
work up a sense of guilt so you can feel forgiven. Let me remind you of your true 
condition before God.  
 
Every month I get a statement in the mail from Citibank. We have an American 
Advantage Master Card with them. We charge everything we can on that card. 
Nearly every purchase we make goes on there because we get frequent flier miles 
that way, which is how we can sometimes take fun trips. But every month we get 
that statement that tells us how much we owe. It lists every purchase we charged to 
prove how much we owe them. 
 
Imagine if God sent you a statement of what you owe every month. Listed on it 
would be every single instance when you strayed from his will for you. Here’s that 
time you had a chance to love that person but you were so obsessed with yourself 
you missed it. Here’s the time you spoke harshly to your children because you 
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were impatient. Here’s the time you were thoughtless to your wife. Here’s the time 
you gossiped about someone. Here are some pretty disgusting lustful thoughts. 
How would that feel? 

 
We could come up with a list of ways in the past week we strayed from what God 
tells us to be and do. but the problem is deeper than that. If we got a bill from God 
there would be some things on it that would surprise us. Some of our best actions 
would be on the bill. We would object, “hey, that’s what you told me to do. I was 
being kind to my wife when I said those words. I was loving her.” Then God might 
say, “Yes, and you had no ulterior motive there, right?”  “Well, okay, yeah, I was 
kind of hoping that maybe by being loving like that she’d give me what I want.” In 
other words, you weren’t loving her, you were manipulating her. It was about 
getting what you wanted. 

 
Something is wrong with us, something that never goes away and it stains even the 
good things we do. It’s almost like we don’t even choose it. It’s just there and we 
can’t seem to get rid of it. Why do people worry about groundwater being 
contaminated? Because of some pollutant gets into the water at the source, then 
everything we drink will be contaminated and could make us sick or even kill us. 
That’s how it is with us. Everything we do is contaminated. In other words, every 
action you’ve taken, every word you’ve spoken, all of your attitudes, would be 
listed on the bill God sends you. 
  
I’ve got a problem. Yes, my problem is much like the woman at Simon’s house. 
She’s a sinful woman, I’m a sinful man. But Jesus has done for us exactly what he 
did for that woman. We are loved, we are free, we are forgiven, we are valued, we 
are accepted, we are affirmed by God through his grace. So go in peace! 
 
 
 


