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Luke 20:9-19 (NIV) 
9 He went on to tell the people 
this parable: “A man planted a 
vineyard, rented it to some 
farmers and went away for a 
long time. 10 At harvest time he 
sent a servant to the tenants 
so they would give him some of 
the fruit of the vineyard. But 
the tenants beat him and sent 
him away empty-handed. 



Luke 20:9-19 (NIV) 
11 He sent another servant, but that 
one also they beat and treated 
shamefully and sent away empty-
handed. 12 He sent still a third, 
and they wounded him and threw 
him out. 

13 “Then the owner of the vineyard 
said, ‘What shall I do? I will 
send my son, whom I love; perhaps 
they will respect him.’ 



Luke 20:9-19 (NIV) 
14 “But when the tenants saw him, 
they talked the matter over. 
‘This is the heir,’ they said. 
‘Let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So 
they threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him.  “What 
then will the owner of the 
vineyard do to them? 16 He will 
come and kill those tenants and 
give the vineyard to others.” 



Luke 20:9-19 (NIV) 

When the people heard this, they 
said, “God forbid!”  17 Jesus 
looked directly at them and 
asked, “Then what is the meaning 
of that which is written:  “‘The 
stone the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone’? 
18 Everyone who falls on that 
stone will be broken to pieces; 
anyone on whom it falls will be 
crushed.” 

 



Luke 20:9-19 (NIV) 

19 The teachers of the law and the 
chief priests looked for a way 
to arrest him immediately, 
because they knew he had spoken 
this parable against them. But 
they were afraid of the people. 

 



!  Jesus Addressed the Issue of 
Authority 



Luke 19:45 (NIV) 

45 When Jesus entered the temple 
courts, he began to drive out 
those who were selling. 



Luke 20:2-4 (NIV) 

2 “Tell us by what authority you 
are doing these things,” they 
said. “Who gave you this 
authority?” 3 He replied, “I 
will also ask you a question. 
Tell me: 4 John’s baptism—was it 
from heaven, or of human 
origin?” 
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!  Jesus Addressed the Issue of 
Authority 

!  A Landlord had Some Awful 
Tenants 



Luke 11:49 (NIV) 

49 Because of this, God in his 
wisdom said, ‘I will send them 
prophets and apostles, some of 
whom they will kill and others 
they will persecute. 



Luke 13:34 (NIV) 

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who 
kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often I 
have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were not 
willing. 
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!  Jesus Addressed the Issue of 
Authority 

!  A Landlord had Some Awful 
Tenants 

!  The Landlord Dealt with the 
Deadbeats 



Implications 



Implications 

!  Never Mistake Patience for 
Inability 



Nahum 1:3 (NIV) 

3 The LORD is slow to anger but 
great in power; 
    the LORD will not leave the 
guilty unpunished.  His way is 
in the whirlwind and the storm, 
and clouds are the dust of his 
feet. 



Nehemiah 9:17 (NIV) 
17 They refused to listen and failed 
to remember the miracles you 
performed among them. They became 
stiff-necked and in their 
rebellion appointed a leader in 
order to return to their slavery. 
But you are a forgiving God, 
gracious and compassionate, slow 
to anger and abounding in love. 
Therefore you did not desert 
them, 

 



2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) 

9 The Lord is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 
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Inability 

!  Let God be Lord 



Exodus 32:1 (NIV) 

When the people saw that Moses 
was so long in coming down from 
the mountain, they gathered 
around Aaron and said, “Come, 
make us gods who will go before 
us. As for this fellow Moses 
who brought us up out of Egypt, 
we don’t know what has happened 
to him.” 

 



Exodus 32:4 (NIV) 

4 He took what they handed him 
and made it into an idol cast 
in the shape of a calf, 
fashioning it with a tool. Then 
they said, “These are your 
gods, Israel, who brought you 
up out of Egypt.” 

 



2 Kings 17:7-8 (NIV) 
7 All this took place because the 
Israelites had sinned against the 
LORD their God, who had brought 
them up out of Egypt from under 
the power of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. They worshiped other gods 
8 and followed the practices of 
the nations the LORD had driven 
out before them, as well as the 
practices that the kings of 
Israel had introduced. 



Psalm 78:57-58 (NIV) 

57 Like their ancestors they were 
disloyal and faithless, as 
unreliable as a faulty bow. 
58 They angered him with their 
high places; 
    they aroused his jealousy 
with their idols. 

 



Daniel 3:17-18 (NIV) 
17 If we are thrown into the 
blazing furnace, the God we 
serve is able to deliver us 
from it, and he will deliver us 
from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But 
even if he does not, we want 
you to know, Your Majesty, that 
we will not serve your gods or 
worship the image of gold you 
have set up.” 
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