


2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NIV) 
 or because of these surpassingly great 

revelations. Therefore, in order to keep 
me from becoming conceited, I was 
given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger 
of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord to take it away 
from me.  



2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NIV) 
9 But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, 
in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong. 



!  Things Can Be Good and Bad 



2 Corinthians 12:2, 4 (NIV) 
  2I know a man in Christ who fourteen 

years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven. Whether it was in the body or 
out of the body I do not know—God 
knows. 

 



2 Corinthians 12:2, 4 (NIV) 
4 was caught up to paradise and heard 

inexpressible things, things that no one 
is permitted to tell. 
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!  Things Can Be Good and Bad !  We Have a Choice Between God’s 
Power and Ours 



2 Corinthians 11:30-33 (NIV) 
30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things 

that show my weakness. 31 The God 
and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to 
be praised forever, knows that I am not 
lying. 32 In Damascus the governor 
under King Aretas had the city of the 
Damascenes guarded in order to arrest 
me. 33 But I was lowered in a basket 
from a window in the wall and slipped 
through his hands. 



Acts 9:20-23 (NIV) 
20 At once he began to preach in the synagogues 

that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who 
heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t 
he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem 
among those who call on this name? And 
hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners 
to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more 
and more powerful and baffled the Jews living 
in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 23 After many days had gone by, there 
was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 
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!  Things Can Be Good and Bad !  We Have a Choice Between God’s 
Power and Ours !  God’s Grace is Sufficient 
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!  This Principal is Key to Being 

Antifragile 




