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Joshua 5 (NIV)

5 Now when all the Amorite kings west of the 
Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along 
the coast heard how the LORD had dried 
up the Jordan before the Israelites until 
they had crossed over, their hearts melted 
in fear and they no longer had the courage 
to face the Israelites.





Joshua 5 (NIV)
2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, 

“Make flint knives and circumcise the 
Israelites again.” 3 So Joshua made flint 
knives and circumcised the Israelites at 
Gibeath Haaraloth.  4 Now this is why he 
did so: All those who came out of Egypt—
all the men of military age—died in the 
wilderness on the way after leaving Egypt. 





Joshua 5 (NIV)
5 All the people that came out had been 

circumcised, but all the people born in the 
wilderness during the journey from Egypt had 
not. 6 The Israelites had moved about in the 
wilderness forty years until all the men who 
were of military age when they left Egypt had 
died, since they had not obeyed the LORD. 
For the LORD had sworn to them that they 
would not see the land he had solemnly 
promised their ancestors to give us, a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 



Joshua 5 (NIV)
7 So he raised up their sons in their place, 

and these were the ones Joshua 
circumcised. They were still uncircumcised 
because they had not been circumcised on 
the way. 8 And after the whole nation had 
been circumcised, they remained where 
they were in camp until they were healed. 
9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I 
have rolled away the reproach of Egypt 
from you.” So the place has been called 
Gilgal to this day.





Joshua 5 (NIV)
10 On the evening of the fourteenth day of 

the month, while camped at Gilgal on the 
plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated 
the Passover. 11 The day after the Passover, 
that very day, they ate some of the 
produce of the land: unleavened bread 
and roasted grain. 12 The manna stopped 
the day after they ate this food from the 
land; there was no longer any manna for 
the Israelites, but that year they ate the 
produce of Canaan.





Joshua 5 (NIV)
13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he 

looked up and saw a man standing in front of 
him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua 
went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or 
for our enemies?”

14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of 
the army of the LORD I have now come.” Then 
Joshua fell facedown to the ground in 
reverence, and asked him, “What message 
does my Lord have for his servant?”





Joshua 5 (NIV)
15 The commander of the LORD’s army 

replied, “Take off your sandals, for the 
place where you are standing is holy.” And 
Joshua did so.





!  Keep Some of the Rules



Genesis 17:11-12 (NIV)
11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will 

be the sign of the covenant between me 
and you. 12 For the generations to come 
every male among you who is eight days 
old must be circumcised, including those 
born in your household or bought with 
money from a foreigner—those who are 
not your offspring.



Numbers 14:39-41 (NIV)
39 When Moses reported this to all the 

Israelites, they mourned bitterly. 40 Early 
the next morning they set out for the 
highest point in the hill country, saying, 
“Now we are ready to go up to the land the 
LORD promised. Surely we have sinned!” 
41 But Moses said, “Why are you 
disobeying the LORD’s command? This will 
not succeed!



Exodus 16:19-20 (NIV)
19 Then Moses said to them, “No one is to 

keep any of it until morning.” 20 However, 
some of them paid no attention to Moses; 
they kept part of it until morning, but it 
was full of maggots and began to smell. So 
Moses was angry with them



Exodus 16:27-28 (NIV)
27 Nevertheless, some of the people went out 

on the seventh day to gather it, but they 
found none. 28 Then the LORD said to 
Moses, “How long will you refuse to keep 
my commands and my instructions?



Matthew 23:23 (NIV)
23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a 
tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. 
But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law—justice, 
mercy and faithfulness. You should have 
practiced the latter, without neglecting the 
former.





!  Keep Some of the Rules



!  Keep Some of the Rules
!  Enlist God in Our Cause



Genesis 12:3 (NIV)
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you



Exodus 23:20-22 (NIV)
20 “See, I am sending an angel ahead of you 

to guard you along the way and to bring 
you to the place I have prepared. 21 Pay 
attention to him and listen to what he says. 
Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive 
your rebellion, since my Name is in him. 22 If 
you listen carefully to what he says and do 
all that I say, I will be an enemy to your 
enemies and will oppose those who 
oppose you.





Romans 8:31 (NIV)
31 What, then, shall we say in response to 

these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us?



Exodus 20:2-4 (NIV)
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you 

out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in 

the form of anything in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the waters below.





Jeremiah 11:13 (NIV)
13 You, Judah, have as many gods as you 

have towns; and the altars you have set up 
to burn incense to that shameful god Baal 
are as many as the streets of Jerusalem.’



Isaiah 8:13 (NIV)
13 The LORD Almighty is the one you are to 

regard as holy, 
    he is the one you are to fear, 
    he is the one you are to dread.





!  Keep Some of the Rules
!  Enlist God in Our Cause
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