-
-~ -.
——

HE RIGIH'D @D@A l ERBACK

RICIC MY Lol

' 1)1341 RES 2008
| . --5_
‘ -




— e
- JOS HIARRN(NIV))

a Teamms - W ]
8 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with
you, and go up and attack A1. ForI'have delivered
' into your hands the King of A1, his people, his city
and his land. 2 You shall'do to Ai and its king as
N you did to Jericho and its king,except that you V

may.carry off their plunderand livestock for
yourselves. Set anambush behind the city.”

So Jeshua and the whole army moved out to attack 4
"Ai. He ¢hose thifty thousafidof-his best ﬁght‘lg
men and sent them out at mwt X
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* with these orders: “Listen carefully. You are to
set an ambush behind the.eity. Don’t go very
o far from 1t. All of you be'on the alert. ° I and all
¥ _those with me will'advance on the city, and
N when the men come out against us, as they did
betore, we will flee from*them. © They will /
pursue us untilywesthave luned them away from
\the city, for they will say, SFhey are running “
weaway from us as they did before.*So whefihwe
flee from them, w
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’ you are to rise up from ambush and take the
city. The Lord your God will give it into your
hand. ® When you have taken the city, set it on
firte. Do what the Lord*has commanded. See to
1t; you have my orders.” > Bhen Joshua sent V
themoft, and they, went tothe place of ambush
L\an'd lay in wait between Bethel and Ai, to the p
. west of Ai—but'Joshua S]ggnt that night with
the people. W
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10 Early the next morning Joshua mustered his  §
army, and he and the leaders*of Israel marched
before them to A1."'* The entire force that was

: with him marched up and*approached the city

and arrived 1n front of it. They'set up camp |
nocth'ef Ai, with the, valley between them and V

_the City. 1° Joshuathad taken about five - 4
thdusand men and set them ambush between
Bethel and Ai, to the west ofithe-City:
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13 So the soldiers took up their positions—with  §
the main camp to the north*of'the City and the
ambush to the west of it. That night Joshua

: went into the valley.™ When the king of Ai saw &5

this, he and all the men of thes€ity hurried out
mcatly T the morning to meetIsrael i battle at ”
Jacertain place averlooking the Arabah. But'he d
did'not know that'an ambusfhad been set N
against him behind the'eity. ¥8

EEEERSTER.S o m



- JOS ILEATSYONIV)
“ Teamms - W ]
1> Joshua and all Israel let themselves be driven §

back before them, and they*fled toward the

. wilderness. 1© All the men of A1 were called to

g, Pursuc them, and they pursued Joshua and
were lured away from the citye™” Not a man '
rémarmed in A1 or Bethel who did not go after V

UsracThey leftithe city open and went in ™% 4
e - :
pursuit of Israel. y .
W
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'8 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Hold out .
toward A1 the javelin that 1" your hand, for
into your hand I will deliver the city.”” So
Joshua held out towardthe city the javelin that

: was 1n his hand. '° As soon asthe did this, the ”
miten mithe ambushgose quickly from their
Jpositien and rushédforward, They entered the -

¢ity and captured'it and quﬁly set it on firex
w
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Y The men of A1 looked back and saw the smoke §

of the city rising up into the*sKy, but they had
no chance to escape i any direction; the

: Israelites who had beenfleeing toward the ‘
wilderness had turned back against their ”
mputsuets. >' For when Joshuaand all Israel saw
that'the ambush B0 aken the city and that - d

snibke was going'up from ﬂhey turned
around and attacked the meof Al
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22 Those 1n the ambush also came out of the city §

against them, so that they were caught in the

; middle, with Israelites on both sides. Israel cut

: them down, leaving them™neither survivors nor
fugitives. >° But they took theKing of A1 alive V
angd breught him toJoshua.
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24 When Israel had finished killing all the men of §
A1 1n the fields and 1n the walderncss where
they had chased them, and When every one of
them had been put to the'Sword, all the
Israelites returned to A1 and kalled those who V
were 1 it. = Twelye thousandmen and women
_fell that day—allithe people of Ad. 2° For d
Joshua did not draw back the hand that held

out his javelin until hethad deStroyedaliwho
lived in Au. | >
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*’ But Israel did carry off for themselves the livestock  §

and plunder of this city, as the Llerd had 1nstructed
Joshua. ?® So Joshua'burned At and made it a

¥ permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day.

By °” He impaled the body of the king of Ai on a pole ‘
and*left i1t there until evening. A#Stnset, Joshua V
ordered’them to takeghe body frem the pole and

_throwMitudown at the entrance of the.eity gate. And d
they raised a large pile of rocks Over it, which .
remains to this day. e
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30 Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the Lord, :
the God of Israel, *! as Moses the servant of the Lord
had commanded the Israehites:He built it according
to what 1s written 1n the' Book of the Law of Moses—
an altar of uncut stones, on which no iron tool had ‘
beeniused. On it they offered tosthe Lord burnt V
offerings and sacrifiged fellowship offerings.

_32 Théfe,.in the présence of the Israelites, Joshua d
wrlte on stones a copy of the law of Moses. N
e
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33 All the Israelites, with their elders, officials and :

judges, were standing on both sides of the ark of the
covenant of the Lord; facing the'Eevitical priests who

¥ carried it. Both the foreigners living among them and

By the native-born were there. Half of the people stood |}
in frent of Mount Gerizim and'halt of them in front of V
Mount Ebal, as Mosessthe servant of the Lord had

_formethy. commanded when he gaveiinstructions to d
bless the people of ISrael. - N
e
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54 Afterward, Joshua read all the words of the law—the §

blessings and the curses—just asit 1s written 1n the
Book of the Law. 3> There was nota word of all that

¥ Moses had commanded that Joshua did not read to

8% the whole assembly of Israel, including the women |}
and*ehildren, and the foreignersswho lived among V
them.
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23 Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked?
declares the Sovereign Lord. Rather, am I not pleased
when they turn from their ways and live?
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STIHE IMPLICATIONS
S GODIS NOT LIMI'TEDIENGIIES WIAY'S
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5 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord.

#7194 the heavens are higher than the earth,
\ S0 are my ways higher than your ways V

and my thoughts than yourthoughts.
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STIHE IMPLICATIONS
S GODISINOT LIMITEDIINJILLS WAYS
2 GOD IS NOT LIMITEEDIINSWITAT HE PROVIDES
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22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent,
and there i1t was, hidden 1n his.itent, with the silver

underneath.
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7 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You
shall not covet your neighbor’s.wife, or his male or
female servant, histox or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.™
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7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly

not! Nevertheless, I would notthave known what sin
o was had it not been for the' law:"For I would not have
¥ known what coveting really was if the law had not
said, ‘““You shall not covet.”® But sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the eomimandment, produced
L m me'every kind ofseoveting. Eor.apart from the law,

sin ‘Was dead. ~ d
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4 Take delight in the Lord,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
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33 But seek first his kmgdom and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given tewyou as well.
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9 REJOICE IN GRACE

S REMEMBER THE REALTTY OF GRACE
P9 RECOGNIZE COVIEBING
~ STROUSE A GRATEFUL HEAR'E V
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