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1 Samuel 26 (NIV)

26 The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not 
David hiding on the hill of Hakilah, which faces 
Jeshimon?” 2 So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, 
with his three thousand select Israelite troops, to search 
there for David. 3 Saul made his camp beside the road on 
the hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but David stayed in 
the wilderness. When he saw that Saul had followed him 
there, 4 he sent out scouts and learned that Saul had 
definitely arrived. 5 Then David set out and went to the 
place where Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and 
Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain 
down. Saul was lying inside the camp, with the army 
encamped around him.



1 Samuel 26 (NIV)

6 David then asked Ahimelek the Hittite and Abishai son of 
Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, “Who will go down into the camp 
with me to Saul?” “I’ll go with you,” said Abishai. 7 So David 
and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, 
lying asleep inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground 
near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around him.
8 Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy 
into your hands. Now let me pin him to the ground with one 
thrust of the spear; I won’t strike him twice.” 9 But David said 
to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the 
LORD’s anointed and be guiltless? 10 As surely as the LORD

lives,” he said, “the LORD himself will strike him, or his time 
will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish.



1 Samuel 26 (NIV)

11 But the LORD forbid that I should lay a hand on the 
LORD’s anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are 
near his head, and let’s go.” 12 So David took the spear 
and water jug near Saul’s head, and they left. No one saw 
or knew about it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all 
sleeping, because the LORD had put them into a deep 
sleep. 13 Then David crossed over to the other side and 
stood on top of the hill some distance away; there was a 
wide space between them. 14 He called out to the army 
and to Abner son of Ner, “Aren’t you going to answer me, 
Abner?” Abner replied, “Who are you who calls to the 
king?” 15 David said, “You’re a man, aren’t you? And who 
is like you in Israel? Why didn’t you guard your lord the 
king? Someone came to destroy your lord the king. 



1 Samuel 26 (NIV)

16 What you have done is not good. As surely as the LORD
lives, you and your men must die, because you did not guard 
your master, the LORD’s anointed. Look around you. Where 
are the king’s spear and water jug that were near his head?” 
17 Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is that your voice, 
David my son?” David replied, “Yes it is, my lord the king.” 
18 And he added, “Why is my lord pursuing his servant? What 
have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? 19 Now let my 
lord the king listen to his servant’s words. If the LORD has 
incited you against me, then may he accept an offering. If, 
however, people have done it, may they be cursed before the 
LORD! They have driven me today from my share in the 
LORD’s inheritance and have said, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 
20 Now do not let my blood fall to the ground far from the 
presence of the LORD. The king of Israel has come out to look 
for a flea—as one hunts a partridge in the mountains.”



1 Samuel 26 (NIV)

21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come back, David my 
son. Because you considered my life precious today, I 
will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a 
fool and have been terribly wrong.” 22 “Here is the king’s 
spear,” David answered. “Let one of your young men 
come over and get it. 23 The LORD rewards everyone for 
their righteousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered 
you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on 
the LORD’s anointed. 24 As surely as I valued your life 
today, so may the LORD value my life and deliver me 
from all trouble.” 25 Then Saul said to David, “May you 
be blessed, David my son; you will do great things and 
surely triumph.” So David went on his way, and Saul 
returned home.



David Had Saul In His Sights – Twice



1 Samuel 24:4 (NIV)

4 The men said, “This is the day the LORD spoke of 
when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into 
your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’” Then 
David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of 
Saul’s robe.



David Had Saul In His Sights – Twice

David Refused To Pull The Trigger –
Twice



1 Samuel 22:13 (NIV)

13 Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against 
me, you and the son of Jesse, giving him bread and a 
sword and inquiring of God for him, so that he has 
rebelled against me and lies in wait for me, as he does 
today?”



1 Samuel 24:6 (NIV)

6 He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should 
do such a thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or 
lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the 
LORD.” 



1 Samuel 24:10 (NIV)

10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how 
the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. 
Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I 
will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the 
LORD’s anointed.’ 



David Had Saul In His Sights – Twice

David Refused To Pull The Trigger –
Twice



Implications

Saul Was All About Power For Himself

David Was All About Submission To God



1 Samuel 24:5 (NIV)

5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for 
having cut off a corner of his robe. 



Psalm 103:2-6 (NIV)

2 Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits 3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your 
diseases, 4 who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion, 5 who 
satisfies your desires with good things so that your 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 6 The LORD works 
righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.



Psalm 103:11-13 (NIV)

11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as far as 
the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us. 13 As a father has compassion 
on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those 
who fear him;



Psalm 101:1 (NIV)

1 I will sing of your love and justice; to you, LORD, I 
will sing praise.



Psalm 19:7-10 (NIV)

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making 
wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, 
giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD

are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 9 The fear of the 
LORD is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the 
LORD are firm, and all of them are righteous. 10 They 
are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the 
honeycomb.



Psalm 27:4 (NIV)

4 One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days 
of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to 
seek him in his temple.



Implications

Saul Was All About Power For Himself

David Was All About Submission To God
Get To know God

Ask For it



Ephesians 1:17-19 (NIV)

17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him 
better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. 



Implications

Saul Was All About Power For Himself

David Was All About Submission To God
Get To know God

Ask For It

Choose Passion



Deuteronomy 6:5 (NIV)

5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. 



Implications

Saul Was All About Power For Himself

David Was All About Submission To God
Get To know God

Ask For It

Choose Passion

Give Praise And Thanks
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