


1 Thessalonians 2:13-18 (NIV)

13 And we also thank God continually because, when 
you received the word of God, which you heard from 
us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it 
actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work 
in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers and sisters, 
became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which 
are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own 
people the same things those churches suffered from 
the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets 
and also drove us out. They displease God and are 
hostile to everyone



1 Thessalonians 2:13-18 (NIV)

16 in their effort to keep us from speaking to the 
Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they 
always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of 
God has come upon them at last. 17 But, brothers and 
sisters, when we were orphaned by being separated 
from you for a short time (in person, not in 
thought), out of our intense longing we made every 
effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you—
certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan 
blocked our way.



The Thessalonians Responded Despite 
Difficulty

Paul Was Blocked From Returning



John 13:27 (NIV)

27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into 
him. So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do 
quickly.” 



Ephesians 6:12 (NIV)

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
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Implications

We Can Know What the Enemy Is Doing



Genesis 3:4-5 (NIV)

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”
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1 Peter 5:8 (NIV)

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone 
to devour. 



1 Peter 5:10 (NIV)

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little 
while, will himself restore you and make you strong, 
firm and steadfast.
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1 John 4:4 (NIV)

4 You, dear children, are from God and have 
overcome them, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. 
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