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They Did Not Worship Their Culture’s Idols



1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (NIV)

9 for they themselves report what kind of 

reception you gave us. They tell how you 

turned to God from idols to serve the living 

and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from 

heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, 

who rescues us from the coming wrath.



Acts 17:22-23 (NIV)

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the 

Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see 

that in every way you are very religious. 23 For 

as I walked around and looked carefully at 

your objects of worship, I even found an altar 

with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So 

you are ignorant of the very thing you 

worship—and this is what I am going to 

proclaim to you.



Colossians 3:5 (NIV)

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to 

your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 

idolatry.



Isaiah 44:15 (NIV)

15 It is used as fuel for burning; some of it he 

takes and warms himself, he kindles a fire and 

bakes bread. But he also fashions a god and 

worships it; he makes an idol and bows down 

to it.



Isaiah 44:17 (NIV)

17 From the rest he makes a god, his idol; he 

bows down to it and worships. He prays to it 

and says, “Save me! You are my god!”



They Did Not Worship Their Culture’s Idols

They Let God Rule



1 Thessalonians 4:1 (NIV)

4 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we 

instructed you how to live in order to please 

God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you 

and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more 

and more.



Daniel 3:17-18 (NIV) 

17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the 

God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and 

he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 
18 But even if he does not, we want you to 

know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve 

your gods or worship the image of gold you 

have set up.”



They Did Not Worship Their Culture’s Idols

They Let God Rule

They Had Hope



1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NIV)

3 We remember before our God and Father your 

work produced by faith, your labor prompted 

by love, and your endurance inspired by hope 

in our Lord Jesus Christ.



1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NIV)

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 

uninformed about those who sleep in death, so 

that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, 

who have no hope.



1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 

Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect,



They Did Not Worship Their Culture’s Idols

They Let God Rule

They Had Hope

They Loved



1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 (NIV)

9 Now about your love for one another we do not 

need to write to you, for you yourselves have 

been taught by God to love each other. 10 And 

in fact, you do love all of God’s family 

throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, 

brothers and sisters, to do so more and more,



1 John 4:7-8 (NIV)

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 

comes from God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever 

does not love does not know God, because 

God is love.
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